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THE HILLSBORO COMMUNITY,

The town of Hillsboro is located in & rich ang

beautiful velley. It is two ang one-half miles from the -

nearest railroagd station called Seebert, &nd named in honor

Of & Tamily by that name that Settled here in the wilderness

in the early days. Hillsboro was némed for Richarg Hill, the

pioneer rrom North Cardlina, who built his home on a good

Tarm in the neighborhood of Lobelis. His house was &an un-

usuelly good one for that age. It was built of hewea logs,

end the space between the logs was Tilled with mortar or mug

and then whitewashed. It had three porches,

-

two tall chimn-
eys, aﬁd eight rooms, inlls Creek wes named ror Mr. Hill
énd because of his sterling worth, will sing of his glory
= -

as lon:_;:'zs its waters flow.
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Ihe creek flows through a nar-

row channel which increases its velocity until it Plunges over

& precipice sixty or more feet and creating the falls of Hills

Creek.

Brurfey's Creek named after thﬁhfirst settler, John
Bruffey, son of Patrick Bruffe#, thg‘giéﬁﬁéf%?%ﬂiégﬂlntion-
&ry soldier under General Wayne; ﬁﬁifé@l"J I 11

. A
with Hills Creek where their waters sink

to eppear again in the lower end of f
Creek forms Locust Creek and empties int
Many of the numerous progeny of Richa
homes in the Hillsvoro Community. °
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Hllten sarene,

Sboro Gommunity

The ma jority or the beople of the Hili
Irish desoent,_their chief pursuits being

are or the Scotch-
Many rine herds or cattle eng

agriculture and stock raising,
I'rom time immemorial, have been Prepared rfor the eastern

sheep,
coming ar-

markets and at the present time the fermers are be

oused to the importamce of pure bred stock,
Hillsboro has 8lways been a religious and educationel

In extracts from the journal or Rev. Franecis Asbury

center.
we r'ind that in the years 17688, 1790 ang 1796, he mede three

evangelistic tours through this section of the couniry coming

up through Greenbrier County each time and being enterteineg

and preaching at the home of MeNeel in the Little Levels, going

from there to the Drinnom home in the Eﬁray neighborhood., Hig

course led from there to Cloverlick down through Tygarts Valley
in Randolph County enroute to Morgantown. At the lMcNeel home

livelyrggligious discussions were indulged in by the whole com~

munity,
Oak Grove fresbyterian_Church was ar;_“fff;jinﬁtha year
1793. The early records of the church ﬁmﬁ-lﬁ?ﬁ’mfﬁﬂ one
i e 4 i o

Temembers when it was built.
was later built southeast of Hill

Still kept up. The most disti:

G. Campbell, Rev. John S. Blein,
and Rev. D. §. Sydenstricker,
The new church, a rra
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succeeded dy Rev. J. C. Johnson. The rrame church was

torn down in 1910 and a new church was built., A new brick

church now occupies the site and bears the name "0Oak Grove

Church” in memory or the pioneser church although surrounded

by & maple grove.
the early part of the eighteenth century a very
what was then the

In

important educational work flourished in

village of Hillsboro. Under the supervision of Rev. Jos,

Academy was built ang contained one large
The name of Hillsboro was ab-

S0 strong waes the

Brown the brick
central room and two wings.
andoned in deference to that of "Academy",

school's influence on the minds and hearts of the peopls.

In recent years the old name Hillsboro has been restored to

the town. i
g AT Dunlap of_Poca City, Oklahoma, remembaring

conversatlons heard in the home of his uncle Rev. M. D.

Dunlap, thinks the first teacher ever in tne Hillsboro

Community was & man by the name of Keenan, who ta

than a nuudreu years ago. This teacher was ¢

very learned man from the fact that he could

&nd had figured in the arithmetic as far
The next teacher was the Rev. John S, I

preacher, a teacher, and a physician.

Brown whose gentle Bhristian spirit gre

building the new
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his pupils and enjoyed the patronage of the Lewises and
Irwins of Kanawha County. The were also pupils from
vayette, Greenbrier, lNonroe, Bath, and Highland Counties.
He teught throughout the entire year and sought the aid of
the more advanced pupils, notably, Rev. Wm. T. Price and
Rev. James Haines.

Mr. Kelso of Pennsylvania, and biiss Priscilla Remsey

of sugusta County, Virginia, taught one session, and after

the close of school were married, and went to western Penn-
sylvania to conduct & boarding school. Rev. Daniel %.
Penick filled the position of teacher one year, boarded at
Colonel Paul McNeel's, and the following autumn married the

latter's eldest daughter. Rev, HEmerson taught two sessions,

boarded at Colonel McNee}'s and made a compass that ran a
perfectuiine from the McNeel gate to the Academy. Miss Nay
sprinkle taught in the home of Colonel McNeel the first year
of the 5;vil war and wa;;bethrothed to John Burgess the Tirst
man from this community to be killed by the Northern soldiers

in their initial raid through this country.

From the foregaéing, it is easy to'underst&nﬁfﬁﬁﬁfgﬁﬁ .
: F

many notable people came from this fime institution
ing. The iives of Mr. Harmanius Stulting and Te
special mention, They were natives of Hell&ﬁ@;
cépe religious persecution, came to this country !
in its infancy. They were valuable additions ﬁ 
life of the oommunigy and through their piety accor
much good in this land of their adoption. Mr. (




e
stulting , eldest son in the remily, was & rine teacher for
pmany years, and died not so many years ago. Mrs. Carrie
Stulting Sydenstricker, a daughter of the family, gave her
life as & missionary in China, being sent as a member of the
0ak Grove Church. She was the wife of the missionary,
~ndres Sydenstricker and the mother of the famous novelist,
Pearl Buck.

The rirst permanent settler in the Hillsboro com-
munity was John licNeel of Frederick County, Virginia. He
came here in the year 1765.

John McNeel built the White Pole Church on the hill
set apart Ior the McNeel cemetery, the first church in the

communitye.

In the northern section of the Hillsboro community

we have Mill Point, a sﬁall industiiai_;iiiége, inolﬁﬁiﬂg L_[

mills, and three homes. Just above the villaga 15
derrful spring. The spring gushes forth ﬁ@jﬁ?
it forms a miniture cataract. The water i
that it is called the Blue Spring. There :
herds of buffalo formerly gathered in the
spring and dramk from this water, and that
stamping of the burfalo that "Stamping Cre
Two of the tribes of Indians that freguent

the Ottawes and the Shawnees
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